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On May 28, the Dominican Republic's major labor unions agreed to call a 48-hour general strike
beginning June 19 to demand a change in the economic policies of President Joaquin Balaguer.
Next, the unions warned that the date of the strike would be advanced if authorities moved to
repress the labor movement. One labor leader has reportedly been arrested. At their meeting
in Santo Domingo, the labor leaders called government economic policies "anti-human, antiChristian and abusive." The current economic crisis was described as "unbearable." Union demands
include a 100% increase in the minimum wage to $80 per month; agreements on salary increases
for agricultural professionals, nurses and farm workers; extension of social security coverage
to relatives; and, pension increases. On May 8, teachers extended their strike indefinitely, after
union leaders claimed the government had reneged on agreements that ended a strike in early
1989. This week the nation's courts are shut down as judges are on strike to obtain a salary hike.
Doctors are also threatening to strike. The Caribbean nation is experiencing regular electricity
blackouts, shortages of drinking water, inadequate public transport, and increasing shortages of
basic consumer goods. (Basic data from AFP, 05/28/89)
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